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To speak of many things...

This weekend if the deadline for returning gifts with tags f
ntqgq @mmt k eFhuhmf SqddE
who took tags and purchased gifts.

Your generosity will provide so many children with not onl

gift but also happiness and joy to so many for Christmas.
Thank you for your participation.

As we enter into the third week of Advent, remember ther

still time to enjoy the season with prayerful preparation for
Christmas. Do try and stop for a moment or two occasiond Receh
and step away from the overwhelming busyness of the seggbri<athy L., Mary Paimer, Sylvia Privil, Sandra

Just a reminder of our Lessons and Carols on Sunday,
December 16 at 3:00pm and Evening Prayer Monday,
December 17 through Sunday, December 23 at 6:30pm.

Calendars for the new year 2019 are available at the entrances

to the Church. Our thanks to Nick Cognetta and the Cogn
Funeral Home for providing the calendars for Saint Maurig
Church.

Blessings during this season of Advent,

Fr. Fred

+

Come, Celeprare & Worship!

Christmas Eve
+ 4:00pm Mass

10:00pm Choral Prelude with Christmas Carols
10:30pm Mass of the Nativity of the Lord

Christmas Day
8:00am Mass
10:30am Mass

Monday, December 31
4:00pm Mass

. Tuesday, Januaryl 2019
- 10:30am mass

*| lLeenorg Mandi, granlf_Colgngrch JHepN Jacobge@

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK

rérRristopher Anderson, Elena Cates, Ray Duda,

Bart Heefner, Warren Denny, Toni Coe, Gary
Livia, Taylor Bova, Gerry Fraioli, Betty Vitti,
VF?osemary Bella, Sonya Correntee, Mary Caruso,
Patrick Battinelli, Julie Salce, Lois Scatton, Carol
Kane, Kristee Brooks, Michael Pataky, Ed
eGentile, Daniel Caruso, Anthony Tomczyk,
Marge Denicola, Gina Stuart, Adam Godlewski,
rk, Johann Fernando, Sandy Recchia, Gene

Coppola, Theresa Riendeau, Maria Nurena and
Jessica Rabasco.

In your prayers...
Remember the men and women
in the Armed Forces and all who
protect us and put themselves in
M harmds way on o
- they be shielded from danger;
and for their families and loved
ones. In particular, Andrew Anderson,
Christopher Blasius, C. J. DelVaglio, Samantha
Krom, Christian Legaspe, Steven Nolan and
Dylan Schneider.
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THIRD SUNDAY OF A DVENT

In Christianity, we hear often about the "Good News." We might often associate it with Jesus' compassion to tl
healings and miracles, and the salvation he won for us. In today's Gospel, we read of John the Baptist. "Exhor
many other ways, he preached good news to the people.” Yet as we examine the rest of the reading, we see ¢
preaching. If you have two cloaks, give one away. Don't cheat others out of their money, extort, or lie. And, of
warning that the Messiah is on the move and "his winnowing fan is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and
wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire." Merry Christmas?

Not only do John's listeners enjoy his message, but they seem to think he might be the awaited Messiah! To u
today's Gospel, it's important to understand the Jewish people. For most of their history, God's chosen people
under someone else's heel. They were slaves in Egypt. Their kingdoms were ravaged first by the Assyrians, t
Babylonians. Now they were under the yoke of the Roman Empire. Familiar with being strangers in a strange |
welcoming the stranger, caring for the vulnerable, and enacting justice was incredibly important to them as a g
John's words may seem odd or strong to our modern ears, this call to justice was welcome, even if it was direc
hearer.

The truth is, no one is exempt from John's call to repentance. We all have further to go in the Christian life. We
grow in virtue and love our neighbors more generously. The Church gives us the Advent season to examine o
Did any of John's warnings resonate with you? That could be a great thing to bring to Jesus this week!
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LIVE THE LITURGY -

INSIPRATION FOR THE W EEK
This Gaudete Sunday calls us to rejoice because the Lord is
near. Does your heart rejoice and sing, or are the pressures
and burdens of life weighing you down? We can easily
become overwhelmed. The weaknesses and sins pf life,
indeed our own weakness and sin, eat away at the joy and
hope God wants us to know. Those who are grounded in
their faith and possess deep spiritual lives know that God is
near. Realizing this puts life into perspective. We really
want to be free from our burdens but do not always know
how to achieve this. We keep stumbling and falling.
Advent is a time when we can learn to "do life differently,”
just like John the Baptist instructed the crowds. Joy and
hope are the gifts God offers, not anxiety and despair.




