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To speak of many things...

Happy (still) New Year!

This weekend, the Christmas season concludes with the

celebration of the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. Next
we find ourselves back in the Ordinary time of the Church
year with the Second Sunday of Ordinary time.

| am happy to announce Neil Flores will be joining us as

organist and cantor for the 4:00pm vigil Mass on Saturday
a regular basis. Neil is known to us as he has led usin m
masses on many occasions over the past few years. Neil
excited to be joining us and leading us in song and comes

with enthusiasm and a desire to continue helping us to pragoppola, Theresa Riendeau, Maria Nurena, Sal

twice with song.
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as he provides support in our liturgical celebrations with a
strong musical background and a keen liturgical sense.

As the search continues for a musician to provide for our
Sunday Masses let us join in prayer for the guidance of th
Holy Spirit in making our choice. May the Holy Spirit lead

and inspire someone to join the Parish family of Saint Mal

Church as our Director of Music.
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PRAYERS FOR THE SICK

Christopher Anderson, Elena Cates, Ray Duda,
Lenore Mandi, Frank Colandro, Susan Jacobsen,
RHeefner, Warren Denny, Toni Coe, Gary

Livia, Taylor Bova, Gerry Fraioli, Betty Vitti,
Rosemary Bella, Sonya Correntee, Mary Caruso,
Patrick Battinelli, Julie Salce, Lois Scatton, Carol
Kane, Kristee Brooks, Michael Pataky, Ed
eitile, Daniel Caruso, Anthony Tomczyk,
uﬂ@r@é Denicola, Gina Stuart, Adam Godlewski,
Blark, Johann Fernando, Sandy Recchia, Gene
@luisathy L., Mary Palmer, Sylvia Privil, Sandra

Bonina, Harper Pappas and Josephine Zinicola.
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In your prayers...
Remember the men and women
in the Armed Forces and all who
protect us and put themselves in

Sharmds way on o
- they be shielded from danger;
and for their families and loved
ones. In particular, Andrew Anderson,
Christopher Blasius, C. J. DelVaglio, Samantha
Krom, Christian Legaspe, Steven Nolan and
Dylan Schneider.

11}

“l am baptizing you with water, but one mightier |
than | is coming. | am not worthy to loosen the
thongs of his sandals. He will baptize you with

the Holy Spirit and fire.” - Lk 3:16bc
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THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

Think of what it's like to wait a long time. Can you imagine what it would be like to wait for centuries? No one .
that long, of course. But for the Israelites, they had heard the stories from generation to generation. They had

conquered time and time again, and now "the people were filled with expectation, and all were asking in their |
John might be the Christ." They had been waiting for a Messiah, one who did miraculous deeds and said profc
someone aglow with the glory of God. We all know what it's like to hope and be disappointed. But what if your
fulfilled?

That day at the Jordan River, an audience had gathered. Among the crowd for baptism was an unknown man.
was dirty from weeks in the desert. His hands had the calloused palms of a tradesman, a carpenter. He and J
may have embraced with the familiarity of the cousins they were. This man wades into the Jordan for a good,
As he rises from the water, the One who breathed life into Adam gasps for air like any other man.

But then "heaven was opened.” The clouds in the sky part miles above. "And the Holy Spirit descended upon |
form like a dove." An apparition with substance sails through the sky. It exudes gentleness and power all at or
voice came from heaven, 'You are my beloved Son; with you | am well pleased.™ Can you imagine the sight? |
there is no doubting what they have seen, who they have seen. Can you imagine this encounter with our God

His promises? What are you waiting for?

20, 2019

M. Lamonte R. Shoztic

L. Lombardo |N. Colon B. Little

LIVE THE LITURGY -

INSIPRATION FOR THE W EEK
At the baptism of Jesus, a voice came from heaveh saying,
"You are my beloved Son; with you | am well pleased.”
Through Baptism, Jesus' identity as God's Son is revealed
and understood. He knows very clearly who he is.[Baptism
does the same for us. It gives us our identity as dgughters
and sons of God. We have the wonderful opportunity,
given to us as a gift, to share in the same intimate
relationship Jesus has with God his Father. Being|a
daughter or son of God gives us a unique and focuised
mission to which we must be faithful. Our identity, fas with
Jesus, is rooted in God. This is a simple fact we all must
accept. Through Baptism, we are given the power|and
ability to see the world as God sees and to think ahd act as
God would think and act. This is a tall order but one that
will lead us to truth and ultimately to happiness.




